The Heavenly Sanctuary

Hebrews 9:6-14
Introduction:

I.   A Presentation – 9:6-7

A. The Priests – 9:6

They went into the first room:

1. Change the bread
2. Trim the wicks
3. Replace the oil
4. Sprinkle the blood before the veil

B. The High Priest – 9:7

He went into the second room:

1. He went one day a year.

2. He went in alone.

3. He went with blood.
4. He went in for himself

5. Then he went in again for the people.

II. An Explanation – 9:8

A. The Question (Unexpressed)

(This is like Jeopardy - You learn the question from the answer).
What is: Why is the Holy Spirit giving all of these requirements?
Do you think that someone at some time said, “Why do we have to keep doing all of these rituals?”
B. The Answer

The Holy Spirit was indicating that: The way into the Holiest was not yet manifested -- “As long as the first tabernacle was standing”
What does he mean by “first tabernacle?”

1. He is speaking of the Mosaic tabernacle.
a. The tabernacle had ceased to exist when Solomon’s temple was built.

Was the way into the holiest place open up at that time? NO!
b. Then he must be talking about the Tabernacle in the form of the temple that Herod built.

But the tabernacle (in the form of Herod’s temple) was still standing.

Was the way into the holiest place not opened until AD 70?
2. He was speaking of the first room (the Holy Place) of the Mosaic tabernacle in the form of Herod’s temple. 

When Christ died and the veil was torn, then the first “tabernacle” was no longer standing. It was all one room.
III. An Illustration – 9:9-10
The Purpose of the Earthly Tabernacle:

A. It Was Limited in its Form - 9:9a

   Don’t get carried away with the illustration. It was symbolic.
It was not the real thing. It pictured the real thing.
B. It Was Limited in its Function – 9:9b
It could not make them perfect regarding conscience.

It dealt with outward things: Gifts, sacrifices, foods, drinks, various washings, fleshly ordinance.
Matthew 23:25
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! ﻿﻿For you cleanse the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of extortion and ﻿﻿self-indulgence. ﻿
“A man might run through them all in their several orders and frequent returns, and continue to do so all his days, and yet not find his conscience either pacified or purified by them; he might thereby be saved from corporal and temporal punishments that were threatened against the non-observers, but he could not be saved by them from sin or hell, as all those are who believe in Christ.”

C. It Was Limited in its Duration – 9:10
It was never intended to be permanent -- “it was for the present time.” (v. 9)

It was “imposed until the time of the reformation” (v. 10)
Not 1517 the Protestant Reformation rather, the “setting right of all things”.
The cross divides time.

Man sins in the O.T. animal dies > cross. You sinned yesterday, confess < cross
In both cases it is the cross that forgives and blots out the sin.
In the O.T.it is in prospect. In the N.T. it is in retrospect.
IV. A Realization – 9:11-14

After 1500 years, the true tabernacle was finally revealed. Many thought that the Old Tabernacle was all there was. Now these Christian Hebrews were wondering.
A. A Greater Tabernacle – 9:11

Christ has become a High Priest - Replacing Aaron.


He is in the true tabernacle - Replacing Levitical.
It is perfect - 



He brings with Him “the good things to come”
All of the promises of the Old Testament were dependent on the Messiah to come. They were seen in the shadows of the O.T.

The New Testament is the accomplishment of the Old.

(He who would enjoy the sunshine must leave the shadows)
All of these flow from the Priestly office of Christ.

This tabernacle is not made with hands, not of this creation.

What is this new tabernacle?

1. It is spiritual not physical.

2. It is the place God dwells.
3. It is the place where the High Priest ministers.
4. Hebrews 7:24 names it.
“For ﻿﻿Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands, which are ﻿﻿copies of ﻿﻿the true, but into heaven itself, now ﻿﻿to appear in the presence of God for us; 

B. A Greater Sacrifice – 9:12-13
1. Not with blood of animals.

a. It could not appease the conscience.
b. It was not voluntary. 
c. It could not take away the sin.
Hebrews 10.4
﻿“For ﻿﻿it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins.”
d. It purified only the flesh. 

e. It pictured what was to come.
John 1:29
“Behold! ﻿﻿The Lamb of God ﻿﻿who takes away the sin of the world!”
2. His own blood – the God-Man
a. The priest and the offering were the same.

b. It was voluntary.

John 10:18
“No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself.”
C. A Greater Result – 9:14

If the blood of bulls and goats did all of that, how much more the blood of Christ. (He is arguing from the lesser to the greater from the lesser to the greater).
1. The Better Offering:

a. It was offered by the Son.
b. It was offered through the Spirit.
c. It was offered to the Father.
2. The Better Result

a. It Cleanses from Dead Works.

These are the works of the law.
They are dead.
They do not please God.
You can’t serve God that way.

b. It Cleanses to Service.

Grace is the only way to serve God.

Hebrews 12:28

“Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us hold to grace, (ἔχωμεν χάριν) by which we ﻿﻿may ﻿﻿serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. 

Conclusion:
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